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1. Scope 
  

This document gives a brief overview of how Betafence seeks to minimize the impact on the 

environment.  “Betafence Environmental Policy” describes the objectives and guidelines.   This 

policy was made by the executive committee and is implemented throughout the worldwide 

organization of Betafence.   
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2. Environmental aspects of Betafence products.    
 

In order to evaluate the global environmental impact of a product, one should consider the 

environmental aspects starting from raw materials up to the moment the product is discarded.   

- Steel is the most important raw material used for the production of Betafence products.  

Recycled steel scrap is used to a large extent by our suppliers of steel.   

- With regard to raw materials for plastics coatings,  Betafence guarantees that only  “green” 

plastic coatings are used which do not contain harmful or toxic compounds such as  

- lead 

- cadmium 

- hexavalent chromium 

- toxic plasticisers. 

- The lifetime of the product is a very important aspect in the environmental assessment of 

products.  It should be clear that the lifetime of Betafence plastic coated products is 

considerably higher than the lifetime of galvanised products without plastic.  The longer 

lifetime of Betafence plastic coated products is guaranteed by 

- careful selection of the plastics based on their UV resistance and on their adhesion 

performance and by 

- state of the art coating technology combined with stringent process control 

- At the end of its lifetime, the Betafence products can be recycled through steel recycling 

processes.  

 

 

3. Environmental efforts at Betafence.    
 
During recent years, Betafence took already a lot of initiatives in line with the Betafence 

Environmental Policy.   

A non-exhaustive list of intiatives is given :  

 

- investment of a new waste water treatment plant in Betafence Sheffield, UK 

 

- investment of a waste water treatment plant in Betafence Tianjin, China 

 

- investement in recycling of process water in Betafence Zwevegem, Belgium, 

resulting in a reduced water consumption with more than 15% per ton end product.   

 

- Investement in water saving on wire galvanising lines in Betafence Sheffield, UK,  

resulting in a reduced water consumption with more than 20% per ton galvansied 

wire.     

 

- use of FSC paper for commercial leaflets  
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4. Certificates 

 

Efforts with regard to environment resulted already in a certification according to the ISO14001 

standard for the Betafence plants in Italy and in the UK.   
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In Belgium, Betafence NV has been certified for the « Charter Duurzaam Ondernemen ».  This 

certification is given to  sustainable companies in Flanders.    The sustainability is considered at 

three levels :  

 Planet,  

 People and  

 Profit.   

In this way, the certification goes beyond the ISO14001 certification which only considers 

« planet ».  The sustainability of Betafence is audited and certified by an independant 

organisation on a yearly basis.   

 

 


